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and the great thing to be able to do is to feel the pulse cor-
rectly. "The pulses of a Chinaman vary in a manner that
no English doctor can conceive of." We commend the follow-
ing to the notice of Dr. Oliver for his next edition of " Pulse
Gauging " : " Death is no further off if the pulse seems like
a fish whose head is stopped in such a manner that he cannot
move, but has a frisking tail without any regularity ; the
cause of this distemper lies in the kidneys." We might go
on quoting the whole of Dr. Morrison’s delightful book, but
we will instead recommend everyone to read it. Anyone will
be interested with it, and anyone who has ever "heard the
East a-callin’ " will be doubly charmed.

Analptical Records
FROM

THE LANCET LABORATORY.

DRY IMPERIAL CHAMPAGNE " SANS SUCRE."

(MORT AND CHANDON; LONDON: SIJ20N KINGSCOTE AND CO., CRAVEN
HOUSE, NORTHUMBERLAND-AVENUE, W.C.)

IT is well known that champagne is " forbidden fruit " to
many on the score of its burden of sugar-a fact which has
led Messrs. Moet and Chandon to introduce a wine possessing
all the esteemed characters of a choice vintage champagne,
yet which may be taken as freely and as safely as claret as
regards its sugary constituents. In view of the importance
of this introduction in connexion with its reputed adaptation
to the requirements of those to whom sugar is prohibitive
or objectionable, we submitted the wine to exhaustive

analysis with results which were very satisfactory in this

regard. It contained alcohol, by weight 11’38 per cent., by
volume 14’09 per cent.; extractives, 2’43 per cent.; total

sugar, 0’65 per cent.; total acidity reckoned as tartaric acid,
0’98 per cent. One pint of the wine contains, therefore, about
60 grains of sugar, an amount which is one-tenth less
than that of some wines, and at least one-third less than that
contained in the generality of specimens. The presence of a
small quantity of extractives is furthermore in its favour for
the special requirements indicated. In short, it is a generous,
exhilarating wine by no means lacking the agreeable qualities
of an excellent brand of champagne, yet containing but a
minimum of those constituents which may be prejudicial.

KARSWOOD CREASOTE.

(E. G. HUGHES, VICTORIA-STREET, MANCHESTER.)
Karswood creasote is described as a new distillate of

sweetwood creasote, and is, we find, a very pleasant-smell-
ing, aromatic, clear, colourless, oily, and volatile liquid, which
has been employed with advantage in bronchitis and other
respiratory affections by the simple plan of inhaling a small
quantity of it placed upon a handkerchief. About one-third

of it consists of a light oil, boiling at 80&deg; to 81&deg;C., which
is the pleasing fragrant portion. The rest distils at approxi-
mately the same point as wood creasote oil. Karswood

creasote is one of the pleasantest volatile antiseptics that has
come under our observation, and is doubtless very suitable, as
it is very agreeable, for the purposes of inhalation. It
therefore deserves to be more widely known.

CABINET WHISKY.

(CHAS. BLUNDELL AND Co., 63, QUEEN VICTORIA-STRHET, E.C.)
The taste as well as the results of analysis of this spirit

were alike favourable in respect to its quality. It is well
matured and soft to the palate. On expelling the alcohol by
distillation the residual liquid developed a marked aromatic
smell characteristic of the resinous constituents of wood.
"Cabinet Whisky" is stored, it is said, for eight years
before it is placed upon the market, which step, combined
with evident skill in blending, is the chief factor in pro-
ducing a pure and wholesome spirit. On analysis the follow-
ing results were obtained: alcohol, by weight 39’80 per

cent., by volume 47’13 per cent. ; proof spirit, 82’59 per
cent. ; extractives (due chiefly to storage), 0-59 per cent.;-
mineral matter, nil; total acidity, reckoned as acetic acid,
0’03 per cent. Its freedom from acidity is noteworthy.

PEPTENZYME.

(NEW YORK : REED AND CARNRICK ; LONDON: THE PEPTENZYME Co,,
25, ALFRED-PLACE, S.W.)

Apart from containing the proteolytic ferments, this

interesting preparation may claim also to belong to that

important class of bodies of organic extractives, like the-
extract of thyroid, for example, which have come into use
so prominently of late in the treatment of disease. In a.

description of its properties and preparation it is stated
that "1000 each of the following glands are taken 
the salivary, peptic, and pancreatic, Lieberkiihn’s and

Brunner’s, and the ferment extract of 1000 spleens and
livers, so that peptenzyme contains a proportional
quantity of the enzyme principles of the whole series
of digestive organs, and acts as the secretions of the-
natural organs in life, since they have not been injured
during the process of isolation." To one part of this
" isolated protoplasmic, active ferment and latent enzyme "
in the form of powder, which is slightly benzoated, I-’ 2 pts,
of powdered sugar, 1&frac12;pts. of milk sugar, and pt. of citric-
acid are added. We were able in our laboratory experi-
ments to confirm its proteolytic activity, both in alkaline-
and acid media ; of the results of its practical-
administration, however, we cannot here speak. Mr.
Carnrick describes peptenzyme, the preparation of which is
his own discovery, as a combination of the active ferments
and undeveloped enzymes of all the digestive organs or

glands in the same physiological condition as they exist in
nature and in all stages of development. Further, the

process of preparing it is a " mechanical one, whereby the-
digestive organs immediately on being taken from the animaf
are freed from fat, water, and fleshy tissues by machinery,
carefully dried, powdered, and sifted, and the digestive cells,
preserved and mixed in the same proportion and in exactly
the same state of development as they existed at the

moment the animal was slaughtered." Again : " It must be-
borne in mind that the most important contents of the-

digestive organs or glands is the delicate mother-enzyme-
principle that has not reached an active state of develop-
ment." " This consists first of the requisite protoplasmic
material, selected from the blood by affinity and in various
stages of development, reaching at last the mature ferment
and capable of changing food into the assimilable form.’’
The cells and protoplasm in "peptenzyme," being in a dry
state, with their structure and plaslllic material uninjured,
are said to retain their vitality unimpaired. Peptenzyme
claims to be a distinct advance on compounds which are
merely peptonising. It may be procured in the form of

tablet, powder, or elixir.

New Inventions.
A NEW ADJUSTABLE LOCK FOR OBSTETRIC

FORCEPS.
THE lock consists of a flat racked bar (depicted in

the figure at 3) which can be propelled from one handle (2)
to the other by turning a small wheel through the
centre of which the bar passes. The wheel is inserted
in the handle, and the hole in its centre through which
the bar passes is a screw. The bar, by the con-

tinued action of the wheel, can be made to pass to

and enter an oblong opening in a similar wheel (4) inserted
in the opposite handle, and by a half-turn of the wheel
the head of the bar. which is also an oblong, can be there
retained. When not in use the bar can be screwed into a
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hollow in the handle. The alteration Mr. E. MacWilliam
Bourke makes in the forceps is merely extending the end
of the handles about one inch to allow of the bar being
retained, and the insertion of a small wheel in each, which
projects just snfliciently to allow of its being turned by the
finger and thumb. By the use of the bar compression can be

"regulated and also a perfect lock obtained which can be freed
by a half-turn of the wheel which is inserted in the opposite
"nandle to that from which the bar projects. The lock can
be put on any existing forceps, it does not interfere with its
balance, and its cost is very slight. llr. Bourke’s idea has
been carried out by Messrs. Arnold and Sons, West Smith-
field, from whom the forceps may be obtained.

RIVER POLLUTION IN LANCASHIRE
AND CHESHIRE.

MANY of the rivers of Lancashire and Cheshire-notably
the Irwell and Mersey, with almost the whole of their tribu-
taries, and the lower portions of the Ribble, with, more espe-
cially, the Calder falling into it at Whalley Abbey-have been
the receptacles of sewage filth and manufacturing refuse for
so long that the prospect of material improvement has
appeared hopeless. Now, however, the outlook, though far
from brilliant, is somewhat less depressing, as more energy
is being displayed by the various authorities. The Ribble,
one of the most beautiful of northern streams and dearly
loved by anglers of all degrees, has suffered much from
pollution, which has caused from time to time great destruc-
tion of fish life. The loss of the money value of the trout,
salmon, and other fish is the least of the evils attending
this destruction, and is a trifle compared to the inter-
ference with a pleasurable and healthful recreation, with the
various trades and occupations dependent thereon, and also
with the injury to the amenities of life resulting from the
degradation of what should be one of the most beautiful
and charming elements of scenery to the condition of a

disgusting and evil-smelling sewer. But those who still
cherish the hope for better things have been encouraged by
the issue of a recent action by the Ribble Joint Committee
against the Accrington and Church Sewerage Board for

polluting two tributaries, one being the River Calder. In

December, 1893, the board was ordered to adopt within
eighteen months means for stopping the pollution, but

nothing was done. The Ribble committee proved that for

twenty-eight days from June 12th last "the defendants
had made default in complying with the requirements of the
order of the court." One of the "strategical proceecl-
iligs" of recalcitrant authorities seems to be what is
called experimenting. The analytical chemist to the

Accrington board had been experimenting as to the
best precipitant, at a cost in chemicals of from R50 to E300
per annum, and a member of the sewerage board was stated
by a witness to have said at a meeting: "While we are
experimenting we are (lelaying, and that is what we want."
It also came out in evidence that another member had said :
" I believe we have more to gain by delaying than by hurry-
ing." The judge said there had been unjustifiable delay.
The carrying out of the Act was very unpopular, because
it affected very little the persons called on to spend monev
in purifying the effluent-the sewage ran down the river and
poisoned someone else." This being the first case "he
would impose a penalty of RIO a day, making &pound; 280, with
costs on the higher scale." The full penalty is S50 per day.
The joint committee of the Mersey and 1rwe11 and the Man-
chester corporation are in a somewhat peculiar relation. Both
bodies are anxious for tho purification of the Irwell above
Manchester and Salford, but the committee wants more

energy shown in dealing with the sewage of these cities
themselves and a better effluent from them. The filthy con-
dition of the Irwell has been patiently enclured for many
years, but since the completion of the Ship Canal the
evil consequences of its continued pollution have been more
keenly realised. From the most distant parts of the water-
shed it increases steadily as Manchester and Salford are

approached, and the same may be said as regards the Mersey
down to its junction with the Irwell. It must be admitted
that Salford, notwithstanding her shortcomings, has for years
past endeavoured to bring the law to bear on the various
authorities above, though with little effect. Manchester has
not done much to help in the matter, not so much,
perhaps, from want of will as from the fact that
Salford stood in the position of conservator. But however
virtuous their attitude towards the delinquents above, they
have both been guilty as to their own treatment of the river
in its fetid and sinuous course through their midst. At the
last meeting of the joint committee it was stated in a report
on the sewage works at Davyhulme that nothing had been
heard from the corporation since Jan. 28th as to the progress
made towards their completion, and it was recommended
that the corporation be requested " to furnish the joint com-
mittee before the next meeting with a definite statement as
to how they intend to deal with the whole sewage of the
city." There seems to have been some feeling that Man-
chester had been treated too leniently, and it was asked why
the corporation had not been prosecnted. The answer was
that there were two prosecutions pending, one in respect of
Gore Brook, Gorton, and the other of Holt Town. The
vice-chairman of the joint committee (who for a con-

siderable period has been practically chairman owing to
Sir J. F. Hibbert being, till the election, fully occupied
with his parliamentary duties) is also chairman of
the rivers committee of the city council, which has
charge of the sewage of the city, so that he is the occupant
of two stools on which it must be difficult to sit comfortably
at once, and between which it is possible to slip. He

pleaded that the corporation were bound to pay some regard
to the ratepayers’ pockets, that they had already spent
500,000 on this work, and that "if the land scheme of the
corporation were carried out in its integrity it would mean
another &pound;100,000 on the debt of Manchester." In the end
it was decided to allow two months to the corporation in
which to submit their report. The case of the Gore Brook
was down for hearing at the City Police-court on the
31st ult., but was adjourned for two months, as plans
and estimates were being prepared for the works, ’’ with a
view of obtaining borrowing powers and the sanction of the
Local Government Board in order to let the contract at once."
While these proceeclings show activity on the part of the
authorities, it is scarcely surprising that they are not

popular with some of the manufacturers, and from time to
time letters appear protesting against interference with the
long-established practice of fouling the streams for the
benefit of neighbours lower down. Happily it is not
always so, and testimony has often been borne in the com-
mittee to the generous and hearty cooperation of many of
the manufacturers themselves in the efforts being made
to bring back the rivers to a more cleanly and wholesome
condition.


